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Information Disclosure Statement 



1. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b) this Statement is being filed (one must be 
checked): 



(a). 



Within 3 months of the filing date or date of 



entry into the National Stage. 

(b) )C Before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 
If this Statement is not filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, the required certification is given 
below or, in the absence thereof, the Office is authorized to 
charge the required fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) 
to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0083 for consideration of this 
Statement. 



(c) After the period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(b) but before 

the mailing date of either a final action or a notice of allowance. 



(1) The required certification is given below, 

or 



• 



(2) Enclosed is a check covering the fee set forth in 37 

C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) for consideration of this Statement, or 

(3) Charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

1 .17(p) to Deposit Account No. 19-0083. 

(d) After the mailing date of either a final action or a notice 

of allowance, but before payment of the issue fee. 
Petition hereby is made for consideration of this Statement 
and the required certification indicated below. 

(1) Enclosed is a check covering the fee set 

~ forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.17(0(1), or 

(2) Charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

1.17(i)(1) to Deposit Account No. 19-0083. 

2. Certification (if applicable) 

(a) The undersigned hereby certifies that each item 

of information contained in this Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than 3 months prior to the filing of this 
Statement. 

Respectfully submitted at Canton, Ohio, this 2 3* of May, 2002. 
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By: Fred H. Zollinger, III 
Reg. No. 39,438 
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Aegis Tower 

4940 Munson Street, NW, Suite 1100 
Canton, OH 44718-3615 
Telephone: (330)244-1174 
Facsimile: (330) 244-1173 
FHZ/vh 

Attorney Docket: 1276-N 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



on this ffi^ day of May, 2002. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



>OX IDS 




Vicki L. Hartzell 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL (37 CFR 1.8) 
Applicant(s): Dr. Robert J. Ripich, et al. 


UUU^l l\!U. 

1276-N 


Serial No. 
10/038,563 


Filing Date /q^ 
January 3, 2002/ 


P \ Examiner 

») 


Group Art Unit 
3732 



I hereby certify that this Information Disclosure Statement 



0 0 



(Identify type of correspondence) 

is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: The 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on OCWx AS . fi&lD 



Vicki L. Hartzell 



(Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence) 



(Signature 



e of Person Mailing Correspondence}^ 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing. 
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PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Appro\l^^ use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and TrademanWrfice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



lar^Wfic 



+ 




Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
TATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



1 



of 



3 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/038,563 



January 3, 2002 



Dr. Robert J. Ripich, et al. 



3732 



1276-N 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 

MM-UU-YYYY 


Pages. Columns. Lines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear^ 


Kind Code 2 
Number . x 
[if known) 




A 


Des. 242,744 




Rendleman et al. 


12-14-1976 


: WJ fe- 




B 


Des. 246,878 




Kitzis 


Ul-IU-1 v/o 






C 


Des. 265,506 




Finamore 


07-20-1982 


\„ *\ $t 




D 


Des. 291,001 




Gaskins 


07-21-1987 


\ — V^l 




E 


Des. 295,343 




Kegalado 


(\A 16. 10CQ 


% *fe 




p 


Des. 295,695 




fir>l7ari 

VJUItuI 1 


05-17-1988 






G 


Des. 301,372 




Tsen 


05-30-1989 


%r*- 




H 


Des. 303,426 




Simon i an 


09-12-1989 







I 


Des. 324,912 




Hansen 


03-24-1992 







J 


Des. 360,262 




Ly 


07-11-1995 






K 


Des. 367,707 




Baker 


03-05-1996 






L 


619,466 




B. Buchmann 


02-14-1899 






M 


781,292 




J. M. Murphree 


01-31-1905 






N 


856,711 




P. D. Lees 


06-11-1907 






O 


872,567 




Lewis G. Langstaff 


12-03-1907 






P 


1,811,775 




William H. Barkwill 


06-23-1931 






Q 


3,491,747 




Ralph R. Robinson 


01-27-1970 






R 


3,502,082 




H. E. Chatfield 


03-24-1970 






S 


4,043,322 




Robinson 


08-23-1977 






T 


4,455,704 




Williams 


06-26-1984 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 1 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 6 


Kind Code 5 

Office 3 Number 4 (if known) 























































































































































































/^Examiner 
\Signature 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Apprcn^^ use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and TrademaifWfice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



> &!fcheet 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/038,563 



January 3,2002 



Dr. Robert J. Ripich, etal. 



3732 



Of 



Attorney Docket Number 



1276-N 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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txaminer 
Initials* 


one 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages Colu^, p 1 1 , 
Where wievanr 1* | \i 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Kind Code 2 
Number / x 
[if known) 




V 


4,488,327 




— : 

Snider 


1 9-1 R-1QR4 


II IM - C 9 




W 


4,875,496 












A 


5,061,272 




Reese 


1 0-70.1001 


TFCHMOLOGYCajT 




V 
T 


.5,217,475 




IVUDCI- 


06-08- 100^ 






7 


5,226,197 




Nnpk f*t fll 


07-13-1993 






AA 


5,282,814 




Srivastava 


02-01-1994 






BB 


5,530,981 




Chen 


07-02-1996 






CC 


5,893,860 




Ripich et al. 


04-13-1999 






DD 


5,916,228 




Ripich et al. 


06-29-1999 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 8 


Kind Code 5 

Office 3 Number 4 (if known) 




EE 




200258 




Oswald Pampel 


08-1907 
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Date 

Considered 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no 
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PTO/SB/08B (08-00) 
Approv^lF use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and TrademarTwice: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Application Number 



Filing Date 
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Examiner Name 
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January 3, 2002 



Dr. Robert J. Ripich, et al. 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



